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Disclaimer 
We are grateful to our advertisers for their support. While we cannot endorse any particular advertisement, 
we believe that our advertisers offer good service at reasonable prices and encourage our readers to 
patronise them. The editor is very happy to accept material from contributors, but the views expressed in 
such contributions do not necessarily reflect the position of the magazine, the parish or the Church.  
 

  

Funtington and West Stoke with Sennicotts: Who’s Who 
St Mary, Funtington; St Andrew, West Stoke; St Mary, Sennicotts www.funtingtonweststoke.com 

Revd Andrew Birks, Priest-in-Charge for the Parishes of Funtington and West Stoke with Sennicotts,  
and the Parish of Chidham  rev.andrew.birks@hotmail.com  01243 341323 

Archdeacon The Venerable Luke Irvine-Capel  
Rural Dean Father Martin Lane 573228 

Churchwardens  

Nick La Hive (St. Mary’s Funtington) 576266 
Claire Hoare (St. Mary’s Funtington) 575464 
Caroline Noble (St. Andrew’s West 
Stoke) 

07540 690212 

PCC Secretary Carolyn Watt 575566 
Treasurer Tricia Dry 07788 506213 
Gift Aid Secretary James Rank 784480 
Gift Aid Treasurer Neil Watt  575566 
Electoral Roll Officer Andrew Lillie 576755 
Choir Director Vacant  
Church Room Bookings Chris and Jan Harvell 575314 
LaMoC Co-ordinato Kay Knowles 575406 
Safeguarding Officer Tony D’Alton 574360 
Parents & Toddlers Group Julie Morrow 575356 
Organist Mark Wapshere 820712 
Magazine Editor Anna D’Alton editorparishmag@gmail.com 
Magazine Deputy Editor Jo Laird jml@laird.uk.net 
Magazine Advertising and 
Distribution 

Anna D’Alton 
 

anna@anna-dalton.com 
574360 

St Mary, Funtington: 
Sacristan Kay Knowles 575406 
Young people’s church leader VACANT  
Bells: Tower Captain 
Steeple Keeper 

John Kitchener 788338 
Andrew Rose 573168 

Church Flowers & Brass Rotas Denise Foster 574251 
Prayer Group Jane Gummer 573002 
St Andrew, West Stoke:  
Flowers Barbara Cowans 575614 
St Mary, Sennicotts: 
Advisory Council Secretary  574514 
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Letter from Father Andrew, Priest in Charge 
 
The start of the New Year is always celebrated as a new beginning, a new start.   
For many it will feel a relief that the old year has gone, and good riddance to it! 
 
We started the year with covid lockdown, just 2 weeks into my ministry here in 
the Parishes of Chidham and Funtington with West Stoke and Sennicotts.  It 
meant that only 2 of the 5 churches I am responsible for were closed, and in one 
of the churches we were having to limit the numbers attending the church – 
something I hope we don’t have to go back to, but some of the restrictions have 
come back, and now we are required by law, to keep masks on inside the church.  
I would also ask that where space allows, we continue to keep 2 metres apart and 
ensure that we are respectful of each other as well as caring for ourselves.  Covid 
restrictions are there to keep us safe, and compliance means that we can keep 
our churches open and our communities safe.   As priest in charge I will make sure 
that you are informed of any changes as soon as I can. 
 
The finances of the church are not in a good state and we, like nearly every church 
in the country (especially older church buildings) have daily costs of simply 
running the buildings.  For almost 18 months we were unable to raise any funds 
through what had been regular fundraising activities each year, which has meant 
we eat into reserves and have very little to replace those funds.  The social event 
calendar for this coming year is already building, so hopefully this year things will 
improve, and we might even see things getting back to ‘normal’.  We rely on 
regular donations – if you would like to support us with a regular donation, please 
do contact me and I can put you in touch with our gift aid officer. 
 
But 2021 wasn’t all doom and gloom – we still managed some great and amazing 
events which brought us together as a community and helped to raise some funds 
for the church too.  We had our amazing Harvest Service and Social (supported 
by ‘the Bentalls’ and The Old House at Home’ in Chidham.  Carol Singing and of 
course our Christmas Services which this year meant we were able to sing carols 
once again.  I am truly grateful for all the support and hard work of all those who 
have come together to make these events work. 
 
As we look towards the New Year, I hope we can build on the successes of last 
year and more! 
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We have just come out of Christmas, and we now move towards planning for Lent 
and Easter.  Lent this year will begin with Ash Wednesday on 2nd March.  Lent is a 
solemn observance period in the 40 days leading up to Easter.  It is often seen as 
a period when we give things up – where we should be abstaining from things 
because it helps us to commemorate the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the desert.  
However this year I would like us to think about Lent as a time of not just giving 
something up, but also of doing something differently.  For example, if you decide 
to give up chocolates for Lent, why not put the money you would have spent on 
chocolates to a worthy cause (the church!).  You could decide to spend time 
reading your Bible or chatting to a friend or family member.   Whatever you 
choose to do during Lent, make sure it’s something that you want to do, that will 
make a positive difference for you and others.  On Ash Wednesday we are 
reminded of the solemnity of Lent by being marked with ashes, in the sign of a 
cross on our forehead.  The ash is made from the burning of the palm leaves 
which were handed out last year.  I will be placing an envelope at the back of each 
church to collect your palm crosses to be burned, so please do bring them back 
to church before Ash Wednesday.   With prayers and best wishes,    
           Father Andrew 
 
Stonepillow and Chichester Foodbank. 
St Mary’s are restarting collections of food and provisions for the homeless, 
needy and poor in the area and will be giving it to Stonepillow and Chichester 
Foodbank on alternate months. 
There is a collection box at the back of church for donations.They particularly 
need sponge puddings, jam, honey, marmalade, peanut butter, long-life dairy 
milk, size 5 nappies and fabric conditioner but other donations are always 
welcome. 
If you would like to take this opportunity to help those in need, Stonepillow and 
the Foodbank would be very grateful.    Neil and Carolyn Watt 
 
PANCAKE DAY! 
Tuesday 1st March 2022 4 pm  
Come and join us for pancakes and fun In the Church Room, St. Mary’s 
Funtington.  Everyone welcome!   FREE ADMISSION   
(just email editorfuntingtonmag@gmail.com to make sure we have enough 
pancakes to go around!) 
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Getting our thinking right 
 
‘As a Man thinketh, so he is’ 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In these difficult days of Covid, it helps to get our thinking right.  To find an anchor 
for our souls, that holds us steady through all the changing scenes of life. 
 
Jesus said, ‘You shall know the truth and the truth will set you free’.  That is where 
we have to start and where the answers lie.  What we believe makes and models 
the people we are.   I remember my school motto, ‘Master of myself, what may I 
not achieve’.  The present situation is challenging for all of us. 
 
When we allow Jesus to take hold of our lives, we find that He gradually shapes 
us into His likeness.   Like the potter at the wheel, He can mould and shape us 
into something useful for God.  As He comes alongside us He points the way 
forward.  We become more Christlike people. 
 
Periods of isolation, being cut off from our fellow human beings have a stifling 
effect on us.   We lack the wealth of human kindness, yet it is still there.  I have 
found it to be so.  A friendly chat whilst social distancing or over the phone, lifts 
our burdens, lightens our day and encourages us to keep going on.  ‘All things are 
passing, God never changeth’. 
 
Prayer also can be very helpful.  ‘Are their trials and temptations, is there trouble 
anywhere, we should never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer’.   Ask 
and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened. 
 
So let us get our thinking right and the rest will follow.  ‘Turn your eyes upon 
Jesus, look full in His wonderful face and the things of the earth will be clearly 
seen in the Light of his Glory and Grace. 
           Jane Gummer 
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Bible Readings at St Andrew, West Stoke and St Mary, Sennicotts 
February 2022 

Date: St Andrew, West Stoke St Mary, Sennicotts 
Sun  

6th Feb 
9.00 a.m. 
HC (BCP) 

Isaiah 6:1-3 
Luke 5:1-11 - - 

Sun  
13th Feb - - 9.00 a.m. 

HC (BCP) 
Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Luke 6:17-26 
Sun  

20th Feb 9.00 a.m. 
Matins 

Genesis 2:4-9 & 
15-25 

Luke 8:22-25 
- - 

Sun  
27th Feb - - 9.00 a.m. 

HC (BCP) 
Exodus 34:29-35 

Luke 9:28-43 
Sun  

6th Mar 9.00 a.m. 
HC (BCP) 

Deuteronomy 
26:1-11 

Luke 4:1-13 
- - 

 
 
 
 

FUNTINGTON PLAYERS 
Present 

 
“OUR COUNTRY’S GOOD by Timberlake Wertenbaker 

 
April 5th to 9th at 7.30pm in the village hall at West Ashling 

 
Based on historical fact and on the much praised historical novel The Playmaker 
by Thomas Keneally, Our Country’s Good is set in the first penal colony in 
Australia.  It tells the extraordinary and sometimes hilarious story of the attempt 
to put on a production of a restoration comedy with a cast of convicts, the first 
play ever to be performed in the new colony. Their success, achieved despite the 
privations and brutality of convict life, is heart-warming. 
 
Tickets will be available from 22nd February online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/funtingtonplayers or by telephoning the Box Office 
01243574879. 
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Funtington Parish in the Past 
Operation Pied Piper - A group of evacuees leaving London with their gas mask boxes and labels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of my earliest memories comes from the beginning of the Second World War when we 
had an evacuee.  Pamela Collins from Tooting was 11 and I was three when she stayed with 
us for a few months, taking the bus each day to Chichester High School for Girls. She was 
given the spare room while I had a small room at the end of the passage. 
 

Although in 1939 evacuation was voluntary, the organised transportation of school groups 
helped to persuade families in London to send away 800,000 children on their own and 
500,000 mothers and infants to live with strangers. Evacuees arrived in Chichester on 1st 
September since the plans for Operation Pied Piper, as it was called, were made before the 
declaration of war on September 3rd 1939. 
 

I was interested to read this account of the arrival of the evacuees from Tooting in Funtington 
in 1939. It was written by Violet Wilkins whose husband Stanley Wilkins was head of 
Funtington School and it was given to me by her daughter in law Mrs Patricia Wilkins. 
 

“My husband had been Head of the village school for ten years and we were on holiday in 
August 1939. He returned home early to receive the evacuees. He was the billeting officer and 
had a good group of helpers. He had four classrooms at the school and three assistant 
teachers and about 120 local children. I do not think that he had any difficulties in getting the 
householders to agree to take in evacuees.” 
 

“We received children from three different schools in Tooting – Ensham Central Girls School, 
Selincourt Junior School and a Roman Catholic school. Our evacuees were soon billeted with 
all kinds of families usually in pairs. Mr and Mrs George Booth at Funtington Lodge received 
five children together with a teacher from the junior school and it was a very happy billet.” 
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“Two days after the children arrived we had a coach load of mothers and babies. The billeting 
of this group was not easy. They were wives and children of Greek Cypriot waiters from 
Lambeth and only one could speak a little English. My husband thought to get their names 
from their gas mask boxes only to find that they were in Greek. One of the helpers could speak 
a little Greek and eventually Mrs McDougall at Bowhill House who had a squash court had it 
fitted out for all to go there. They did not stay very long.” 

“The 120 children from London were integrated with the locals and the older children were 
taught in our local village Hall. Some of the parents visited at weekends and in a few cases 
were not too popular as they expected hospitality without providing any share of the rations. 
Most of the children were clean and quite well dressed but a few had lice. This was 
unfortunate, as our own children had not had this trouble for several years. We had a few 
who wet their beds and the village nurse helped with this problem.” 

“My husband had very little difficulty in finding billets for the school children and had no 
refusals from any households – all types including farm cottages, farmhouses and large 
houses. Some did not ask for either boys or girls. We also managed to rent the Scouts 
Headquarters on Saturday mornings for Mass for the Roman Catholics. Some drifted back to 
London at Christmas and did not return. Most stayed until the Germans started bombing 
Tangmere and Thorney Island. Some stayed until the war ended.” 

There were few bombs during the first year of the war but in November 1940 a bomb in East 
Ashling killed five people. In West Broyle, I can remember a German plane which crashed in 
August 1940 and the pilot was unable to get out. Our family nearly decided to evacuate to 
Cornwall but eventually we stayed in West Broyle for the rest of the war. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

           Geoffrey Boys 
 

Class 3 at Funtington School in the 1930s with Mr and Mrs Wilkins 
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Diving Ducks – Part 2 
 
 
In December we looked at the dabbling ducks, this month is a chance to look at our 
diving ducks which is particularly appropriate as 
most of these birds arrive here for the winter. 
Our only locally resident diving duck is the 
Tufted Duck. These can be seen on the small 
pool on the west side of Thorney Island, the 
breach pools along the North Wall at Pagham 
Harbour, and every now and again we do get a 
couple of pairs visit the pond at West Ashling. 
The male is a very attractive black and white 
duck with a flamboyant tuft of feathers on the 
back of his head. The female, because she is responsible for most of the nest sitting 
time, is as is common with most duck species nearly all brown. These ducks are called 
diving ducks for a reason, they are constantly diving, in fact they will often appear to 
spend more time under the water than above it. Anyone who has tried to photograph 
these birds will appreciate how often they dive! 
 

There are two other diving ducks that arrive in 
winter that can potentially be seen on lakes and 
pools locally, although they rarely travel far in land, 
these are the Pochard and the Goldeneye. The 
Pochard is probably more commonly seen and 
there are often a reasonable sized flock on the 
Chichester Gravel Pits and the Drayton House Pits. 
These are a small duck with the male having a 
chestnut brown head and grey body, flanked by a 

black chest and tail.  The Goldeneye male is a 
stunningly attractive, delicate duck with a high 
domed dark green head and a very smartly 
marked black and white body. It sports a charming 
white beauty patch on his cheek. These birds can 
appear in our harbours and lagoons near the 
coast. These are a couple in Chichester Harbour at 
the time of writing. 
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The other true diving ducks are sea ducks and are 
usually very difficult to see. Being relatively small 
they are often hidden by the swell of the sea and the 
distance at which they feed from the shore. The 
exception is the Eider Duck which is a large duck with 
a very distinctive head shape and will often feed 
quite close to shore and can be seen at this time of 
year in large flocks. The Scaup and the very 

attractive Smew 
and Long-tailed Ducks unfortunately do not visit that 
often locally. Common Scoters can often be seen flying 
across the water but rarely will settle to watch. They 
are plain black ducks with quite an upright posture, 
and their rarer cousin the Velvet Scoter can be 

distinguished 
with a small 

white mark by its eye and if seen a white patch 
on the wings. This autumn we have had a pair 
of Velvet Scoters in Chichester harbour often 
seen from Ella Nore Point. 
 
 

 
The other diving duck you will see around our 
sea waters and lagoons at this time of year is 
the Red-breasted Merganser. Although 
classified as a duck, it looks very different. A 
long bird when sat on the water with a long 
thin bill, the male having a dark green tufted 
head and a grey and white body with a brown 
spotted chest. The female sports a tufted 
rusty brown head. Its cousin the Goosander 
which looks very similar is a less usual visitor 

to the area and tends to be seen more inland on reservoirs and large ponds, however 
we did have four for a while in the harbour entrance at Pagham at the beginning of 
November. 
With the exception of the Tufted Ducks most of these diving ducks breed in Scotland 
or even further north. They move south for the winter, and so this is the season to try 
and find them.          Kevin Tarrant 
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A New Key for St. Andrew’s Church 
 
The original key, estimated to be over 600 years old, is an unusual hollow design 
and had worn very thin, with holes on both sides.   The new one was turned and 
shaped by Robin Dimock and is a real work of art.   The lock was also taken off 
and replaced by Graham Brown.    The new key should serve the church for the 
next 600 years!  Many thanks to both. 

 
MARMALADE 2022 
 

I have made some marmalade again 
this year and will be selling it in aid of 
the Mothers Union, the cost is £2.50 
for a 1lb pot, regretfully an increase 
on last year but the oranges have 
gone up this year. If you would like 
some please contact me by the 
following means, but please DO NOT 
leave messages on my landline as they 
are usually unintelligible! 
Thank you for your support last year, I 
have made the same quantity this year and when it’s gone that’s it! 
Tel: 01243 574900 (but please don’t leave messages) 
Mobile: 07811 555692 (text messages preferably) : annemaddock@icloud.com 
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Westminster Law 
Wills~Estate Planning~Probate

If you are over 65 it will only cost you 
£75* to make or update your Will. 

We are also Lasting Power of Attorney 
Specialists - only £85* each LPA if 

instructed during the Will appointment. 
Our prices include home visits and

Inheritance Tax advice.  

www.westminster-law.co.uk     email: info@westminster-law.co.uk 
Westminster Law Ltd, Grassmere Way, Waterlooville PO7 8QD

*ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE VAT. These very special rates are only available if you are aged over 65.
Our normal low price for a standard single Will is £125, or £195 for a couple.

Call us now for a no obligation chat on
02392 706980

Leading the way in providing an AFFORDABLE PROFESSIONAL service

Peter Waterlooville 02/04/18
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Flintwork      Stonework    
Brickwork   Roofing                                                              

Hard Landscaping    
                     Specialists in Flintwork                                      
            Tel         01243 572454  
  maintaining the very best tradition                                07771 512012 
   Local Company based in Hambrook                    www.berry-middleton.co.uk         
 

Mobile Service and
Treatment Room at Hambrook

Sadie Middleton  
B.A.B.T.A.C, I.I.H.H.T

Manicure ~ Pedicure ~ Waxing ~ Facials
Lash & Brow Treatments

Aromatherapy & Indian Head Massage
Spa Body Treatments ~ Tanning

  Gift Vouchers
 

Telephone:  01243 572454
Mobile: 07887 748501 

www.thebeautyoasis.co.uk 

] 

 

 
Natural Beauty and Wellness 

 
Holistic beauty treatments, Aromatic massages, 

Essential Oil education 
 

Sadie Middleton   
B.A.B.T.A.C, I.I.H.H.T 

 

We combine traditional beauty treatments with 
gorgeous pure and natural essential oils for 

ultimate skincare and relaxation and a holistic 
wellness experience every time. 

 

Tel: 01243 920179  Mob: 07887 748501 
www.beautysoessential.co.uk 

formerly The Beauty Oasis, now based in 
Westbourne, mobile service available. 
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www.smithyandco.uk  

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY

www.foxandhoundsfuntington.co.uk

01243 575246

SUNDAY CARVERY DOG FRIENDLY
 FUNCTION ROOM

LIVE MUSIC BEER GARDEN 
 

 

 
 

Tel: 01243 575209 
For further details, or to make an appointment 
to visit the school please contact: Oakwood 
School, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 9AN 
Email: office@oakwoodschool.co.uk 
www.oakwoodschool.co.uk 

 
A thriving IAPS Preparatory Day School 

for girls & boys aged 21/2 - 11 
Safe & happy family atmostphere 
Nurturing and caring environment 
Stunning country setting, close to Chichester 
Small class sizes with individual attention 
High academic standards  
“The pupils’ all-round achievement is 
outstanding, fulfilling the schools aims. ISI 
2010 
Superb Music, Drama, Art, ICT & Sport 
  
Happy and polite children  

Laying the Foundations 

 

 

The GarageDoorDoctor Ltd 

   Repair & Automation Specialist 
    New Doors Supplied & Fitted 
           Tel:  01243 576404 
         Mob : 07517 607906 

 

Knowledge
Growing

01243 575209     |     office@oakwoodschool.co.uk     |     oakwoodschool.co.uk     |

Please contact the school office for more information: 
Oakwood Preparatory School, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 9AN 

“The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements is excellent.” ISI Inspection Report 2017

 
www.smithyandco.uk  
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Remedial and 
Sports Massage 
in the Funtington area 

Deep tissue for 
specific problems 
Relaxing therapies 
for relief from daily 
pressures 
Home visits or 
Local practice 
20-years experience 
www.twsportsmassage.co.uk 
aw5050@btinternet.com 
07721 853 499 
Tony Wharton Bsc (Hons), LCSP (Phys) 

 
 

Massage card FINAL.indd   1 25/08/2017 16:16

  

help@countrysidecomputers.co.uk
01243 370876 | 07798 728886

Mac/PC & Laptop Repairs

System Maintenance

Remote Services

0 1 2 4 3 3 7 0 8 7 6

Home & Business Support
Professional & Friendly Computer Services

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

 
Good Neighbours 

 Funtington, the Ashlings, West Stoke and 
Sennicotts 

Good Neighbours is a volunteer group for  
local residents in need of a helping hand. 
We can offer:  transport, befriending - just 
calling in for chat and a cup of tea and 
social events. – if in doubt just ask! 

Need some help? Would like to 
volunteer?  Know someone who needs 
some help or just to find out more call 
07761 027416 and leave a message.  
We will get back to you. 
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Heating in St Mary’s Church, Funtington 
It appears that the heating in St Mary’s Church, Funtington failed a couple of weeks ago whilst 
I was away. Once reported, a technician was called out investigate and, having positively 
confirmed that there was more than adequate fuel in the storage tank, re-priming the fuel 
system at the boiler was attempted several times without success. The conclusion therefore 
was that a non-return valve had failed thus permitting the repeated draining of the fuel 
supply system back to the storage. Replacement parts have therefore been ordered and it is 
hoped to fit them and recommission the system on Friday 21st January. Until this is 
successfully done there will be no heating in the Church itself. The Room, lobby and WC are 
on a separate system with underfloor electrical heating plus supplementary electric radiators 
in the Room and hence these spaces should still remain tolerable but regrettably the Church 
itself will still be very cold until the repair is 
successfully completed. 
 

 During this investigation, it was also discovered that 
the remote gauge in the Vestry was giving highly 
incorrect (overhigh) readings and this will also need 
further investigation, although this will not stop the 
heating system function once the fuel supply 
problem described above has been rectified. 
 

My apologies to all who have endured the less than adequate ambient temperatures in 
Church over the past couple of weeks.   Nick La Hive,  Churchwarden 
 
News from the Funtington WI 
22 members met on Wednesday 19th January to hear Susan Howe talk about ' Running 
Fawlty Towers and Cooking for the Rich and Famous '. Susan entertained us with stories of 
cooking on a super yacht, in her teens, through to running a hotel with her husband, in the 
80's. She met playboys, including Gunther Sachs, royalty and stars of film and tv including 
David Suchet who kept in character as Poirot for the entire time he stayed at their hotel. She 
had so many stories, that we could have listened to her for much more than her allotted 
hour. 
 

In line with covid rules for the Village Hall we sat at small tables instead of in rows to ensure 
social distancing , which actually worked very well and we may continue with this. We were 
then served delicious sandwiches and cake with a cup of tea and all enjoyed the afternoon. 
The WI are hoping to raise funds to purchase a Duck to take part in the revived Duck Race in 
West Ashling  on June 25th 2022, it will be decorated  by our Art group. Fingers crossed for a 
winner.  
 

As well as the Art group we have Craft, Walking, Reading and Jonola (Canasta) groups. 
 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday February 16th at 2pm when Yvonne Price will talk about 
' Women Pioneers in Medicine '      Sue Nicholson  
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To the victor the spoils 
 
Poised, it was. My trusty index finger. Poised over the mouse button, in nervous 
anticipation, awaiting the clock to strike midnight. Ready to hit the refresh button 
on the Winter Sale page of a popular bee-keeping website and so begin the 
annual ‘shop to the death’ to see which of us crazies, dotted around the country 
and no doubt also with a bottle large glass of festive Bailey’s in easy reach, would 
get to the bargains first. Which of us would outwit thine enemy to bag that £5.00 
third-quality beehive brood box (normally £60.00), which of us would 
strategically opt instead for the limited availability seconds-quality hive roofs for 
£20.00 (normally £55) or who would march in a pincer movement straight for the 
shop-soiled smoker and hive tool ensemble to be sure of bagging a bargain.  
 
With previous form over the last two years I was feeling pretty confident. I’d had 
plenty of sleep the night before so no risk of tiredness; I’d done some extensive 
limbering up to make sure my mouse-finger was primed for some quick-fire 
action; and I’d devoted considerable hours in the garage planning what I needed 
to purchase. Nothing was going to stop me now, an immutable bargain-fest 
awaited. The other sale shoppers were in for a disappointing night. Better luck 
next year, losers……  Click. “Eh?  What the ?” Please login. Incorrect password. 
Click here to reset password.  “Noooooooo…”    
 
I still got some good sale items, but not the really good 
ones. Those went to the even better prepared bee-
keepers, the ones who trained twice on Christmas 
Day. Still, it’s my tradition now and falls at a perfect 
time to reflect on our bee-keeping past and make 
plans for our bee-keeping yet to come. And it makes 
me happy, deal or no deal.  
 
As did seeing our honey for sale at the Christmas Craft 
Fair in the church – and what talented craftspeople we 
have in our village – and on the shelves at the Grange Farm Shop. In all honesty, 
last year wasn’t great for the honey harvest so it’s in very short supply and soon 
to sell out.   
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Our first clump of snowdrops flowered in the second 
week of January; it always surprises us just how soon 
they arrive. They provide an early source of both pollen 
and nectar for honeybees and gives us a little hint that 
spring is around the corner. But to be sure our bees 
make it to March we have to regularly check they have 
enough food stores to last them. To do this we weigh 
each hive with luggage scales, deduct the weight of an 
empty hive, and that gives us a rough idea of how 
much honey each colony has left. If they are running 
low we give them baker’s fondant that they will quite 
happily consume to keep themselves warm.  

 
And soon enough the catkins will be out and then we’re off again.  
 

Jason & Kate Boswell 
 
 
Funtington Village Hall Fundraiser – Volunteers needed 
 
We are reviving the legendary Duck Race of the 80’s in West Ashling on Saturday 
25th June  2022 in the afternoon to raise funds for the local Village Hall which 
serves the Funtington, West Stoke, East and West Ashling communities. We are 
looking for local volunteers to help on the day to set up, assist during the event 
and set down at the end, a great opportunity to have some fun while helping 
organising an entertaining afternoon.  We could also do with some help from 

anyone who has IT skills. The afternoon promises to be a lovely 
local fun event with a Pimms, wine and beer tent with 

food complemented by live music. The racing 
wooden ducks will be full size replicating the 

wooden ducks displayed in The Richmond Arms.  
Various prizes will be awarded, with a 

competition for the best dressed, best sponsored 
Duck with 1st and penultimate places for the race.  Please email 
info@westashlingduckrace.com  with your name and contact details and we will 
be in touch with more information and the specific help required.  
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FREE DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING - Learn Life Saving Skills 
Funtington Parish Council is offering two FREE defibrillator training sessions 
- to be provided by SureFire Training.  Numbers are limited to 12 per session 
so we need to know if you are interested in attending. If so, please contact 
the clerk@funtingtonpc.org by 17 March 2022. 
 

********************************************** 
 

Letters to the Editors 
From David Collins, Adsdean 
It is always interesting to read about the histories of properties and the people who lived in 
them. Geoffrey Boys piece about the Scott-Elliots and Adsdean is no exception. 
As the owner of Adsdean House for over 50 years and by reference to copies of the deeds, I 
can confirm that Adsdean House together with all the woodland down to the 
Funtington/Racton road was bought by Dorothy Alice Scott-Elliot in October 1964 and sold 
by her in February 1970. 
Shortly after a further change of ownership, the property was sold to a developer who 
divided the staff quarters etc off into separate dwellings pretty much as they are today. 
For any of your readers who wish to know more of how the Butler came to murder first 
Dorothy in London and then her husband in Scotland (and a few others along the way!), 
there are 2 paperback books which tell the story. 
The first is written by the murderer himself whilst serving life in Kingston Prison 
Portsmouth, “To Kill and Kill again” by Roy Archibald Hall. The other is by the detective who 
worked on the cases (and others) “The Butler did it” by Paul Pender. I don’t think anyone 
would say that either are of any particular literary merit but I certainly found them 
fascinating. They are both available by searching on the internet.   Happy New Year reading. 
 
From Jackie Baynes, Old Portsmouth 
Just to wish you a Happy New Year and to say how much I enjoy reading  Funtington Parish 
Magazine. In fact, I attended a wreath making workshop I saw advertised in the November 
issue.  It was on 5th Dec. and run extremely professionally by Milly Boxley. My wreath was 
much admired by those who beat a path to our front door during December. All 12 of us 
who attended produced a different style of wreath , each personal to themselves. With 
mulled wine and mince pies to ease the afternoon along -it was a lovely way to spend a 
rather cold and damp Sunday afternoon.  I was very interested to read about the recent 
Restoration of West Ashling Mill Pond in the January issue of the magazine especially as 
reading about the pond in the May 2021 issue and our subsequent visit to see the pond and 
all the resident birds was what encouraged me to take out a subscription in the first place. 
We also came along to two of the Cream Tea afternoons held at West Stoke village hall. 
May these enjoyable afternoons be blessed with better weather this year! Thanks to all 
whose contributions to the magazine make it such an eagerly anticipated arrival each 
month.   
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Good Reads for February 
The Rosie Project, Graeme Simsion 
Our hero in this book from is a socially awkward, but very methodical and logical 
professor of genetics.  At the prompting of one of his few friends, he embarks 
upon a well-researched and thorough project (created by himself) to find the 
perfect partner. 
But things so rarely go according to plan, especially where the heart is concerned. 
This is an uplifting book, mostly very funny and at times moving.  
 
Spoon Fed, Professor Tim Spector 
Prof Spector is a professor of genetic epidemiology, with a particular interest in 
twins. He is also one of the lead medics in the Covid Zoe survey, in which some of 
you might participate (there are 4.7m Brits logging symptoms roughly daily 
through an app). 
But what he is really interested in is your gut, especially the microbiome in your 
gut.   
This might all sound a little tasteless and gross but his book makes for fascinating 
and informative reading.  Professor Tim unpicks several of the accepted ‘truths’ 
about nutrition and what is good for us.  Some examples include information from 
‘Big Food Manufacturers’ (the equivalent of Big Pharma- they have a vested 
interest and it is not necessarily the well-being of consumers!), the ‘one size fits 
all’ advice from government in terms of exercise and calorie intake; and that a lot 
of health claims and benefits from various foods and diets have very flimsy 
evidence to back them up.  
This is a very accessible read, written in his ‘no nonsense’ way.  It is informative, 
topical and very enjoyable to read.      Anita Binning 
 
 
 
 
Solution to Crossword No. 9  
  
ACROSS:   1 Paddington   7 Cellist   8 Médoc   10 Bevy   11 Trial run   12 Europa   14 
Steppe   17 Kohlrabi   19 Rife   21 Range   22 Eyeball   23 Ghost story.   
   
DOWN:   1 Palaver    2 Drip   3 Intern   4 Gymnast   5 Order   6 Icebreaker   9 Cinderella  13 
Perseus   15 Privacy   16 Abbess   18 Hunch   20 Demo.  
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Letter from Gillian Keegan MP 
Throughout the pandemic, our GPs have done a phenomenal job, continuing to provide 
healthcare within our communities, whilst also playing a massive role in delivery of the 
local vaccination programme. In our area, GPs have run vaccination centres in 
Midhurst, Petworth, Selsey and Tangmere, and most recently in Sidlesham, to help 
with the booster rollout, which I look forward to visiting soon. 
  

In recent weeks, several people have written to me about some of the challenges 
they’ve faced in accessing GP appointments. More and more GPs are triaging patients 
by phone or video consultation to reduce face to face contact over the pandemic. I 
recently visited Southbourne Surgery to raise this concern and see how their new 
systems are working. Understandably, they, like many other GP surgeries are dealing 
with a vast increase in appointment requests as many people didn’t seek medical 
treatment over lockdowns. Consequently, their phone lines are busy, with 70% of their 
patient roster calling each month. To ensure they can get to everyone, the surgery has 
recruited four new receptionists to handle the increase, as well as, bringing on a new 
care coordinator and two more GPs. 
  

That said, the Government has been clear that practices should respect preferences 
for in-person appointments unless there are good clinical reasons. Understanding that 
may be easier said than done, we’ve invested £250 million into the Winter Access Fund 
to help GPs increase the availability of face-to-face appointments. 
  

In other news, National Highways have now published their design report for 
improvements to the cycle route along the A259 between Chichester and Emsworth. I 
know many residents take a keen interest in the designs for this route which have been 
revised in light of the latest guidance and community engagement. There are so many 
benefits to be taken from sustainable transport and I’m continuing my work by 
highlighting residents’ views and suggestions to those taking this project forward. You 
view the report online via West Sussex County Council’s website: 
www.yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk/chichestertoemsworth  
 

The campaign to end over-abstraction of the River Ems took a step forward - on a 
recent call with the Environment Agency (EA) I got confirmation on a new project that 
will get underway this summer that will pump water back to the river during times of 
low flow to protect the habitats and wildlife that rely on the river. There is still more to 
do to protect the river long term – but this is a really positive step in the meantime and 
shows the power of working together to bring about change. I want to thank the 
community group Friends of The River Ems and, local Councillor Roy Briscoe for all their 
work on this important issue. I will continue to work on this until we are satisfied the 
River Ems is properly protected. 
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Meet fellow enthusiasts and learn 
new ways of using your computer, 

with regular meetings,
presentations on 

computer topics and informal study 
groups for research and 

exchanging ideas.

      See www.betaplus.org.uk for details

Adsdean Farm Shop 
Funtington 

01243 575212 
 

Our own Beef and free range Pork
Local Lamb, Venison, Rabbits

Home cured and smoked Bacon
Our own made Sausages, cooked 

meats

Open Wed-Fri 9am-5pm 
                   Sat 9am-4pm       

CLOCKS    WATCHES 
BAROMETERS 
BAROGRAPHS 

 
Vintage Fountain Pens 

Overhauled and Restored 
Home Visits 

Free Estimates 
01243 783398 

 

East Ashling Nurseries
 

Bedding Plants, Geraniums, 
Fushsias, 

Hanging Baskets, Patio Plants, 
Shrubs,  

Herbaceous & Clematis 
Lye Lane, East Ashling, Nr. 

Chichester, West Sussex
Tel: 01243 575523

ROGER GUNN 
GARDEN  MACHINERY

tel:     01243 786003
mob: 07979 752242
web: www.rogergunn.co.uk

BetaPlus  

Computer Club

SALES- SERVICING - PARTS 
fast friendly reliable service, ride on mowers, 

lawnmowers etc.
competitive prices/part exchange 

‘SALES & SERVICE’ 
fast friendly reliable service, ride 

on mowers, lawnmowers 
etc.competitive prices and 

part exchange 
Located near Lavant

 
  
  

 
 

HALLIDAYS RESTAURANT
FUNTINGTON 

 
Tel: 01243 575331 

  
OPEN Wednesday - Friday 

Lunch
Wednesday - Saturday Dinner 

and Sunday Lunch
 

www.hallidays.info 

                                                  

Meet fellow enthusiasts and learn 
new ways of using your computer, 

with regular meetings,
presentations on 

computer topics and informal study 
groups for research and 

exchanging ideas.

      See www.betaplus.org.uk for details

Adsdean Farm Shop 
Funtington 

01243 575212 
 

Our own Beef and free range Pork
Local Lamb, Venison, Rabbits

Home cured and smoked Bacon
Our own made Sausages, cooked 

meats

Open Wed-Fri 9am-5pm 
                   Sat 9am-4pm       

CLOCKS    WATCHES 
BAROMETERS 
BAROGRAPHS 

 
Vintage Fountain Pens 

Overhauled and Restored 
Home Visits 

Free Estimates 
01243 783398 

 

East Ashling Nurseries
 

Bedding Plants, Geraniums, 
Fushsias, 

Hanging Baskets, Patio Plants, 
Shrubs,  

Herbaceous & Clematis 
Lye Lane, East Ashling, Nr. 

Chichester, West Sussex
Tel: 01243 575523

ROGER GUNN 
GARDEN  MACHINERY

tel:     01243 786003
mob: 07979 752242
web: www.rogergunn.co.uk

BetaPlus  

Computer Club

WEST SUSSEX LOGS
Seasoned Hardwood Logs 

Sustainably produced 
Locally sourced

All seasoned timber, cut to any length, 
delivered within three working days
To request a log delivery or enquire 
about any of the services we offer 

please contact Simon: 
Telephone: 01730 814751  
or Mobile: 07950 035997
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Visit this splendid Edwardian Mansion and discover the treasures of a bygone era.
With its magnificent State Rooms, extensive Servants’ Quarters and friendly guides  

Stansted House is an immersive ‘Upstairs/Downstairs’ experience.
Open Easter to September       Sunday, Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday – 1pm – 5pm (last admission 4pm).  

The grounds, Garden Centre, Farm Shop and Pavilion Tearoom are open all year round.
STANSTED PARK · ROWLANDS CASTLE · HAMPSHIRE · PO9 6DX  

Telephone: 023 9241 2265 · Email: enquiry@stanstedpark.co.uk · Website: www.stanstedpark.co.uk

                                                 Stansted Park
Visit a real Upstairs-Downstairs house! 

Free parking, picnic area, arboretum, tea room, farm shop and garden centre 
open daily. Stansted Maze open weekends and school holidays March-October 

House & Chapel open Sundays & Bank Holidays (April & May) 
Sundays to Wednesdays (June –September) 1-5pm Last admission 4pm 

Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle, PO9 6DX           023 9241 2265  
enquiry@stanstedpark.co.uk                                    www.stanstedpark.co.uk
 

“Fully insured” 
CONTACT ON:  
http://www.the-lawn-ranger.biz/
the.lawnranger@ymail.com
01243 573195 or 07808653862 
Call Phil for a free estimate! 

The Lawn 
Ranger 
Mowing, Strimming, 
Hedges, Patios & 
Fencing etc

                                                 Stansted Park
Visit a real Upstairs-Downstairs house! 

Free parking, picnic area, arboretum, tea room, farm shop and garden centre 
open daily. Stansted Maze open weekends and school holidays March-October 

House & Chapel open Sundays & Bank Holidays (April & May) 
Sundays to Wednesdays (June –September) 1-5pm Last admission 4pm 

Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle, PO9 6DX           023 9241 2265  
enquiry@stanstedpark.co.uk                                    www.stanstedpark.co.uk
 

“Fully insured” 
CONTACT ON:  
http://www.the-lawn-ranger.biz/
the.lawnranger@ymail.com
01243 573195 or 07808653862 
Call Phil for a free estimate! 

The Lawn 
Ranger 
Mowing, Strimming, 
Hedges, Patios & 
Fencing etc

                                                 Stansted Park
Visit a real Upstairs-Downstairs house! 

Free parking, picnic area, arboretum, tea room, farm shop and garden centre 
open daily. Stansted Maze open weekends and school holidays March-October 

House & Chapel open Sundays & Bank Holidays (April & May) 
Sundays to Wednesdays (June –September) 1-5pm Last admission 4pm 

Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle, PO9 6DX           023 9241 2265  
enquiry@stanstedpark.co.uk                                    www.stanstedpark.co.uk
 

“Fully insured” 
CONTACT ON:  
http://www.the-lawn-ranger.biz/
the.lawnranger@ymail.com
01243 573195 or 07808653862 
Call Phil for a free estimate! 

The Lawn 
Ranger 
Mowing, Strimming, 
Hedges, Patios & 
Fencing etc

Contact Richard
01243 696878 or 07584 032121

lawnmower.jones@hotmail.co.uk
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Social Activities 
 
Let’s Dance (for the not so young!) 
Monday afternoons (term time) 2.30pm ‘til 3.30pm 
St. Mary’s Church Room, Church Lane, Funtington PO18 9LH 
Contact: Kathryn Wignall at Kathryn.wignall@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Eucharist on Wednesdays (followed by coffee morning for all) 
You are invited to come to Eucharist and coffee held every Wednesday morning 
at St. Mary’s Church Funtington for a short service.   Everyone welcome to come 
and join us for coffee and biscuits afterwards at 11am in The Church Room.   A 
good time for meeting others, sharing and laughter. 
 
Funtington and West Stoke W1 
The next meeting will be on the 16th February at 2pm. The speaker will be 
Yvonne Price on ‘Women Pioneers in Medicine’. 
 
Funtington Bridge Club 
The club now meets every Thursday at St. Mary’s Church Room, Funtington.   
Rubber Bridge from 1.30pm until 5pm £3 per person including tea, coffee and 
biscuits.   Contact Roger Freeguard for details 01243 576650 
 
Bosham Chidham and District Horticultural Society 
Following the disappointment of the cancellation of the Christmas party, are we now 
looking forward to welcoming back our members and visitors to the 2022 season of 
talks, plant sale, garden visit and of course the Annual Horti Flower and Vegetable 
Show!   Our first meeting is on Thursday 10th February 2020 when Guy Watts of 
Architectural Plants will be coming to talk to us. There will of course be the usual 
competitions, raffle and tea and coffee.  In these uncertain times it is always a good 
idea to check our website nearer the time to see if there have been any changes to the 
programme (bcdhs.org.uk). Do hope as many members as possible will be able to 
attend our first meeting of the year, and of course bring along any visitors!  We really 
do need some new members to join our friendly group!   If you have not paid your 
subscription (and hence have no Annual Programme) please bring along cash or 
cheque to the treasurer on the evening!!    Rozie Bradley, Secretary 
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Crossword no. 9 
 

 
 
ACROSS 
1 Peruvian railway immigrant (10) 
7 Rostropovich, for example (7) 
8 Bordeaux wine region on the 

Gironde (5) 
10 Group of beauties (4) 
11 Introductory (car) test (5,3) 
12 Lover of Zeus; moon of Jupiter 

(6) 
14 Dry uncultivated plain (6) 
17 Turnip-like cabbage (8) 
19 Prevalent (4) 
21 Cooker of mountains? (5) 
22 Give a hard look (7) 
23 Genre favoured by Le Fanu and 

M.R. James (5,5) 
 

DOWN 
1 Idle talk, or needless fuss (7) 
2 Weak person, needing a washer? 

(4) 
3 Impound as a precaution; 

apprentice (6) 
4 Flexible tumbler (7) 
5 Unchaotic religious fraternity (5) 
6 Ship welcome at parties? (10) 
9 Maid whose small feet brought 

royal recognition (10) 
13 Andromeda’s rescuer (7) 
15 Freedom from intrusion (7) 
16 Chief nun (6) 
18 Instinctive guess (5) 
20 Protest (4)  
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Parish Services February 2022 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ALL CHURCHES, SERVICES & EVENTS! 

Day Time Event Place 

Wed 2nd February 10:30am Said Eucharist St Mary, Funtington 
11.00am Coffee Hour Church Room, Funtington 

Sun 6th February 9:00am Holy Communion  St Andrew, West Stoke 
10:00am Family Service St Mary, Funtington 

Wed 9th February 10:30am Said Eucharist St Mary, Funtington 
11.00am Coffee Hour Church Room, Funtington 

Sun 13th February 
9:00am Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary, Sennicotts 
10:00am Sung Eucharist St Mary, Funtington 

Wed 16th February 10:30am Said Eucharist St Mary, Funtington 
11.00am Coffee Hour Church Room, Funtington 

Sun 20th February 9:00am Holy Communion  St Andrew, West Stoke 
10:00am Morning Prayer St Mary, Funtington 

Wed 23rd February 10.30am Holy Communion  St Mary, Funtington 
11.00am Coffee Hour Church Room, Funtington 

Sun 27th February 9:00am Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary, Sennicotts 
10:00am Sung Eucharist St Mary, Funtington 

Wed 2nd March  
Ash Wednesday 

10:30am Said Eucharist St Mary, Funtington 
11.00am Coffee Hour Church Room, Funtington 

Sun 6th March 9:00am Holy Communion St Andrew, West Stoke 
10:00am Family Service St Mary, Funtington 

 
Events may change dependent upon CoVID-19 restrictions in force on the day. 
 
BCP – Book of Common Prayer 
Eucharist – ‘Thanksgiving’ – Service of Communion with Hymns 
 

See CHURCH NOTICEBOARDS 
for ALL INFORMATION & UPDATES: 

www.funtingtonweststoke.com 
 

To Subscribe to the Parish Magazine please contact the editor: 
editorfuntingtonmag@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

Deadline for Magazine content for the March Edition  
19th February 2022 

Please send to:   editorfuntingtonmag@gmail.com 


