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Letter from Father Andrew (Priest in Charge)

Our Christian lives are very much a journey of being drawn closer to God. St
Mary, St Andrew, St Cuthman, St Richard, and St Wilfrid inspire us, and guide us,
in our own journey in faith and holiness as they teach us to walk as Christ walked,
in our own time pace and place. The stories of all the saints can inspire us in many
ways, whether it was their defiance in the face of adversity, the way they prayed
for others, their acts of selflessness, their acts of forgiveness or simply how they
served God — they can inspire us to be more Christ like in all that we do. We
follow in their footsteps, and in the footsteps of all disciples who have gone
before us. We come together in fellowship to give thanks, pray, remember and
to share peace with one another.

We must always remember that God sees us for who we are, not what we are
perceived to be or who we think we are. God knows exactly what makes us
unique and it is for that reason that he calls each and everyone of us. We all stand
naked before God, stripped of all wealth, titles, possessions and self-importance.
We are formed in His image, and it is vitally important that we remember that as
we go about our daily lives. God also knows that we are human and can make
mistakes or behave badly at times, which is why, when we repent of our sins,
forgiveness is offered. We are told to pick up our cross and follow Jesus, follow
in His footsteps.

The message of the cross is not merely about forgiveness of sins. It is also about
our response to God after we have been forgiven. Christ humbled Himself to die,
our response must be to completely surrender, and reckon ourselves as already
dead to this present age so that we might live for Him. Consider the power
unleashed when Jesus surrendered completely: God not only raised Him back to
life but put all things under Him. There is no greater power.

There is a glory in what the cross gives us. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “For
the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God.” What is foolishness to them is His
example of complete surrender, which we are to imitate. It is argued that
Christianity has become increasingly human-centred, and less inclined to actions
that might involve discomfort or inconvenience. Whilst they appreciate what the
cross of Christ gave us, they shy away from the challenge to follow in His
footsteps.



Following our Christian faith today, can be challenging but we must remain
focused on our relationship with God. We give thanks and praise God for all he
has given us, and we turn to God when we are facing the challenges of our
lives. We are not unique! Those whose footsteps we tread in today also did
exactly the same things. We have been given the task of spreading the Good
News to all parts of the world, so that others may also here the things which Christ
did for us to rebuild the covenant between man and God. It was never going to
be easy; Jesus tells us that! But by living a Christ-like life, by remembering that
we are made in the image of God, in everything we do, we can show the strength
of our faith and our love for God. Let us therefore tread in those footsteps of the
saints and disciples who have gone before us and leave those impressions for the
ones who will follow behind us.

As | move on from this parish to take up my news post in Cambridgeshire, please
remain focused on your own faith and your own relationship with God. Focus on
the things which really matter, building a strong church, serving the community,
and taking the Good News to the people. | wish you every success for the future
of the parish.

With Prayers and Best Wishes Father Andrew

Farewell from the Parish Magazine

All farewells are rather sad, but | am sure you will all join me in wishing Father
Andrew all the best in his new position in Medbourne Cambridgeshire. | would like to
thank him personally for contributing each month to the magazine.

Fr. Andrew arrived in the Parish during lockdown, which was a very difficult time for
everyone, but since then he has overseen the completion of new roof at St. Mary's,
the refurbishment of the Ratham Chapel and installation of the solar panels. He also
instigated the change in policy to allow memorial plaques to be placed in the St.
Mary's Ashes Plot, which had previously not been allowed.

As the Irish blessing says so well. "May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be
always at your back and the sun shine warm upon your face’



Special Services this month

Harvest Festival, St. Andrew’s West Stoke
Sunday 2nd October 9 a.m.

Pets Blessing Service
Sunday 8" October St. Mary's Funtington 10 a.m.
All pets and their owners very welcome. Coffee and biscuits will be served

Harvest Festival at St. Mary's Funtington

Sunday 15" October

This will be Father Andrew's last service. Refreshments will be
available,please Bring and Share food

Call for Volunteers to help with decorating the Church at St. Mary's Funtington
We will be arranging flowers, berries and autumn foliage in Church on Saturday
14th October and would be grateful for any contributions. Please could you leave
outside the Church on Friday 13t October. Buckets will be there —just add water!
We are also looking for additional help with the decorations. All standards of
expertise are very welcome — do join us. It is fun and greatly appreciated.

For further information please contact Denise on 574251 Denise Foster

Deanery Prayers — 3" October St Mary’s Funtington

The churches in our Westbourne Deanery hold a short prayer session every
month. The Deanery Prayers rotate around all the churches, and this month it is
our turn to host it in Funtington. It will be held in the Funtington Church room at
12 noon on 3™ October. | understand the format is for the hosting church to say
a little about their church life and any current needs for prayer, followed by the
group praying for these requests and for the other churches in the deanery.
Everyone is welcome to attend, it lasts about an hour. Do come and support the
home church team on 3rd October! Neil Watt



Church Home Group

We are planning to re-establish a weekly Home Group to provide an opportunity to
study the Bible and share fellowship together. We will be starting on Tuesday 17t
October from 7:30pm to 9pm in Funtington. Initially we plan to follow the Bible Course,
published by the Bible Society. This course involves a mixture of video and discussion
and lasts for 8 sessions. Anyone who would like to gain a greater understanding of the
Bible is warmly welcomed to attend. Please contact Neil Watt wattnwatt@gmail.com
for more details.

If you would like to know more details of the Bible Course follow the link:
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/groups/

'If you are looking for a course to help your Church or small group engage and
understand the story of the Bible, can | encourage you to look at The Bible Course. The
Bible is the only book that we can read in the company of the author which is an
incredible thought. The Bible Course will enrich you and you will discover truth, wisdom
and guidance.' J.John — Reverend Canon

News from The Funtington Parish Council

At the September Parish Council meeting a contractor was chosen, who has now been
appointed, to carry out some works around the Parish. A decision was also made by
the Councillors on the appointment of a new team of contractors to carry out the grass
cutting and maintenance of the Parish playground.

Because of the ongoing vandalism problems to the wooden structure on The Dell, and
because the structure will soon require some quite serious and expensive repairs, the
decision has been taken to find a new home for this structure, it will first be offered to
local schools to see if they can make good use of it.

Once removed the Council will decide on maybe putting more benches or picnic tables
up in this area.

The Council also discussed the replacement of the heritage finger post at West Stoke
that was accidentally pushed over by a motorist and then subsequently stolen, we are
currently trying to track down the correct person to talk to at WSCC about having it
replaced, this is proving to be quite a lengthy discussion with the Highways team.

The Parish Council are looking forward to their first social evening to be held on 29"
September from 6pm till 8om in West Ashling Hall, we have some very interesting
people coming along to chat with parishioners and we will be serving wine and nibbles,
and hope that it will be a fun as well as an informative evening, please join us if you
can. Jane Mottershead



Funtington Players present

Disposing of the Body by Hugh Whitemore.
Directed by Alan Copsey
21st — 25th November 2023, The Village Hall, West Ashling.

Funtington Players are delighted to present this lesser known but intriguing
play from seasoned author Hugh Whitemore. It is a rare evening where you
end up resenting the interval; by that point you are unlikely to want anything
to stand in the way of an evermore prismatically fascinating tale.

The play includes Adult Themes and is not suitable for Children. Tickets
available from October 10th via www.ticketsource.co.uk/funtington players
or www.funtingtonplayers.org.uk and follow the link.

Box Office 07939 657997

PRESS RELEASE

The Funtington Players 75" Anniversary 2024

2024 is an exciting year for Funtington Players as they will be celebrating
their 75™ Anniversary. As part of the programme of events and productions
to mark the anniversary the Players are putting together a revue which
focuses on the village of Funtington and its surrounding area. Made up of
sketches, songs and stories it will highlight local personalities and events
over the past 75 years. Local residents are invited to share memories and
submit stories with a local flavour which can be woven into a lively and
entertaining mid-summer performance. Romance, scandals, dastardly
deeds, ghostly goings on —the more the merrier.

Please send any submissions to bpmac46@hotmail.co.uk.




October Book Review
The Last Colony, Philippe Sands (2022)

Philippe Sands is an accomplished barrister, professor of law at UCL and very good
story teller (previous works include the harrowing ‘The Ratline’ and ‘East West
Street’).

This story is about Liseby Elyse who lived on Peros Banhos (part of the Chagos
Archipelago, Indian Ocean) for the first 20 years of her life. At age 20, all
inhabitants of her island were deported by the British. Sands argues that the
deportation and continued exclusion of the islanders contravenes international
laws, including Chapter XI of the UN Charter - a declaration regarding non self-
governing territories, in short, colonies.

The book tracks Mrs Elyse’s long journey to the Court of Justice in The Hague
seeking the right to return to her home. It also describes the role of the
International Court of Justice in unpicking colonization, including the shifts in the
power of that court as its judges become truly international. And at the same
time we see politics at work in London as successive governments strive to keep
control of these small islands.

And why were these beautiful islands of such significance? Because the US
wanted them for a military base.

To date, the people of the Chagos Islands remain excluded from them. There are
recent discussions about negotiations to return them to Maritius.

So Mrs Elyse has made great strides towards her return home, but still has some
way to travel. Anita Binning



Livestock returning soon to Kingley Vale

Before | get carried away talking about Kingley Vale, | would like to take the
opportunity to introduce myself. | am a nearly new addition to the management team
at the reserve. | arrived almost a year ago today, but have known the site for many
years, and feel enormously privileged to be involved in managing such a special and
important site.

| am currently having one of
those admin days, but a day with
a good purpose to it. Today
(among other things), | have
been finalising our plans and
setting dates for the return of
our livestock. I’'m sure you’ve all
met our cattle and sheep before,
either when wandering past the
burial mounds on Bow Hill or
quietly meandering through the
flower rich grassland in the
coombe. Much of the beauty in
the site can be attributed to our
livestock. They tear, nibble and
chew their way through the
vegetation that has grown up
through the spring and summer.
In the process they control :
scrub, cycle nutrients, make bare patches of soil, and importantly Ieave the short sward
required for the next generations of fine grasses and herbs to prosper. Their work
maintains the important and rare habitats found at Kingley Vale, which in turn enables
numerous populations of birds, insects, fungi and mammal species to prosper here too.

We do not actually have capacity to keep our own livestock at Kingley Vale, so we rely
on others to supply us with cattle, sheep and in the past even donkeys and goats. Most
recently we have been working with colleagues from the National Trust, who bring
their lovely Belted Galloway cows and cheeky grinning Herdwick sheep from their site
at Woolbeding. These animals will be arriving back again soon to begin their work from
autumn onward, as they munch their way around the site once again.



There are also changes afoot in the way we manage the cattle. This year, as part of a
gradual move to a more extensive grazing system, we are allowing the cattle a bit more
freedom. | say freedom, but there is quite significant control and monitoring. We're
fitting the cows with GPS collars which
gl continuously pinpoint their locations and
provide a ‘virtual fence’. Yes — our cattle are
now controlled from space! From a
conservation point of view, the benefits to
— the site should be huge, and hopefully we
will see this as we (and the animals) get used
to the new system and the cattle to their
newfound freedom to roam (within their
virtual fencing).

As an upshot, if you visit Kingley Vale,
you may need to be prepared to meet
cows where you’ve not met them before.
The sheep remain low-tech, so for the
time being their electric fencing will
continue to be a necessary feature. In my
opinion, and | hope you agree, the
resulting flower rich chalk grassland,
birds, bees and butterflies, are a very
worthwhile outcome of this
management.

As a parting note — if you would like to meet the team and have a chance to
hear more about the reserve, we are presenting a talk on Kingley Vale NNR at
the West Stoke Village Hall at 18:30 on Thursday 26th Oct — we hope to see
you there. Email info@weststoke-villagehall.org.uk.

Graham Johnstone, Senior Reserve Manager — Kingley Vale NNR (Natural England)
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Buntings

Surrounded by fields and the wetland habitats that make up the area we live in,
we are fortunate to have a good representation of buntings locally. eating bills.
There are forty five different species around the world, but in the UK we have
four that are resident all year round and a varying number of rare winter visitors.
Of our four resident buntings three live locally and can be relatively easy to find.
i ) NG Generally buntings will have well marked
facial features where they sport various
stripes and patches of dark and light colour
above their eyes and on their cheeks, and
this along with their bill shape makes them
reasonably easy to identify. The
Yellowhammer is perhaps the easiest one
to find. This is a beautiful small yellow and
brown bird which is found most often
around grassland and arable fields. Up on
the Downs, in the fields around Kingly Vale and along the walk through Medmerry
RSPB this bird will often be seen. You might first be drawn to it by its beautiful
little “ditty’ of a song ...’a little bit of cheese pleeeeease’. The male has a beautiful
saffron yellow head and front with variable chestnut brown streaks and its back
is @ mixture of brown and black streaks. In its summer dress the characteristic
facial pattern is less marked but in the drabber female the facial features remain.
They are a lovely bird to watch and with the encouragement of more nature
friendly farming hopefully the recent decline in numbers will be reversed.

Another bunting that can be found around
our grasslands and fields is the Corn
Bunting. We are fortunate to have some of
these birds as over the last couple of
decades its species has declined
precipitously again a victim of the modern
farming practices of harvesting spring
sown crops. Again up on the Downs and
around the Ham Farm area of Medmerry, ’
populations of these birds can be found. It is a large bunting, about the size of a
Skylark and is mostly coloured with various shades of brown with a pale striped
breast, but it still retains the pale ‘bunting-like’ facial markings. This bird is almost
impossible to find when it is foraging on the ground, but it does have a habit of
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sitting up on the fence wires to sing its beautiful little song of accelerating tinkling
notes and will do this from January onwards. Listening for it is the best way to
find it.

The last bunting found all year round locally
is the Reed Bunting. As its name suggests,
this bird lives around the wetlands and reed
beds, but does occasionally move to nearby
fields. This bird is about the size of a
sparrow. The male has a dark black head
with a broad white collar; its back is a
mixture of browns and its chest white with
a few faint streaks. The female in contrast is

mainly brown but it retains the characteristic facial markings of the family and is
a very smart looking bird. This bird can often be seen singing its rather metallic
sounding song clinging to the top of a reed stem. Locally there are good numbers
of this bird and it can be seen at most of the wetland RSPB reserves and around
Chichester Harbour.

| Our fourth resident bunting unfortunately is
not found in West Sussex any more. The Cirl
Bunting or the Village Bunting’s decline over
the last century was one the wake-up calls
# to conservation organisations and more
recently the government to look closely at
modern farming practices. This bird was on
the verge of extinction from the UK, and
was only found in a small area in south
Devon by late last century. Research by the
RSPB showed its decline was directly related to the absence of winter stubble
fields, and so began the most amazing conservation project with the birds in
Devon which has now resulted in a thriving population of this bird there. Slowly
the project is spreading the word and the birds are following. So hopefully this
beautiful little bunting might one day return to West Sussex.
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w There is one other bunting which we

can find sometimes in our area and
s ‘ that is the Snow Bunting. This
interesting bird can claim the record
for being the passerine that breeds

-

There are some that remain all year
round on the top of Cairn Gorm. Some
of the Arctic birds occasionally will
migrate to our shores for the winter.
Over the last couple of years birds have been seen at Pagham RSPB and East Head.
In winter they tend to stick to shoreline habitats and forage seeds and small
insects amongst the shoreline grasses. They are a delightful, pretty bird which
because it has so little contact with humans in its normal environment is very
approachable and tame, allowing would be photographers getting unusually
close. It is one of my favourite birds and if you do manage to find one, | am sure
you will find it very endearing too.

Kevin Tarrant
3k 3k 3k ok sk 3k sk sk 3k 3k sk sk 3k ok sk 3k 3k sk sk 3k sk sk 3k ok sk 3k 3k sk sk 3k ok sk 3k 3k sk 3k 3k sk sk 3k sk sk ok 3k ok ok 3k ok sk ok sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ke sk sk sk sk sk sk ok

'Musings of a Birder’

This book is a collection of the Parish Magazine
‘Birding’ articles. Some articles have been
expanded and the book, 165 pages long, has over
150 colour photos. Many of the chapters end
with an appropriate poem.

The book would make a lovely birthday or
Christmas present. It can be bought through
Amazon at £15 a copy or directly from the author
(kntarrant@icloud.com) at £11 per copy (£2 of
which will go to the Parish Church funds).
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Harvest time is nearly upon us!

All our hard work for the last year is now in the hands of the weather Gods

The grapes have completed veraison, when they change colour, acidity levels decrease
and natural sugar levels increase until the grapes are perfectly in balance and ready to
be harvested. It is an impressive sight, with vines hanging loaded with deep purple
grapes waiting for eager hands, snips and buckets.

Why not see for yourselves and join our harvest volunteers for a day

You’ll be rewarded with a hearty lunch where all the pickers sit together to exchange
stories of the biggest bunch they picked that day and a glass of bubbly to toast those
grapes on their journey to the bottle. : For more details contact
leah.richards@ashlingpark.co.uk

New things to do at Ashling Park

We are adding some new experiences this autumn available to book every Saturday
Cocktail making classes - Let our mixologist teach you how to shake, muddle and pour
your way becoming a cocktail-making master. Spirit Tastings with a little Razzmatazz, -
Taste our Gin, Rum and vodka and get a cocktail made with your favourite spirit .

Visit our website for more details. www.ashlingpark.co.uk Gail Gardner
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FUNTINGTON
BONFIRE NIGHT

| 4TH NOVEMBER* FROM 6PM

TICK' S £7

(includes an '‘Adsdean’ sausage in a roll & a
soft drink, free tickets for under 12s)

friom Adsdean Farm shop, anna@anna—dalfon.com}‘-
andrew@hugfam.uk or phillipakerr123@gmail.com

*date may change if bad weather forecast, please check
funtingtonweststoke.org.uk for last minute updates (wear wellies!)




Pets &lessing Service

Attention all Pets!

Please tell your owners you are all invited to our Pet Blessing Service,
(they will not have to get up too edrly and refreshments are provided
for you all).

Certificates will be awarded for the following:

Hairiest Pet
Largest Pet
Smallest Pet
Oldest Pet
Noisiest Pet
Cuddliest Pet

Sunday October 8th at 10 am
St Marys Church, Church lane, Fun‘tington. PO18 9LH
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STANSTED PARK

VISIT THE GLORIOUS EDWARDIAN MANSION AND GROUNDS

=

Music Evening Halloween Murder Mystery Armistice Lecture

12 Oct 27 and 28 Oct 9 Nov

BUY TICKETS AT STANSTEDPARK.CO.UK/WHATSON

WWW.STANSTEDPARK.CO.UK

Stansted Park Foundation, Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle, Hampshire PO9 6DX. 023 9241 2265

)

Premier Solicitors provide a full range of Legal Services %& e

If you are over 60 it will cost only

£85* to make or update your Will.
We are also Lasting Power of
Attorney specialists- only £95* each
LPA if instructed during the Will
f appointment.
~ Our prices include VAT, home visits*,

and Inheritance Tax advice.
(Call us now for a no obligation chat 05

02392 706980

www.westminster-law.co.uk email: info@westminster-law.co.uk
Westminster Law, 10 Grassmere Way, Waterlooville PO7 8QD

*Minimum spend for a free home visit is £85. These very special rates are only available if you are over 60 years old.

Premier Solicitors are trusted partners of Westminster Law. Our normal price for a standard single Will is £135, or £225 for a couple.




2”\ . Flintwork St K
= Berry-Middleton qggl  srikwork Rooing

Hard Landscaping

Specialists in Flintwork

maintaining the very best tradition

Tel 07771 512012
Locally Based Company

www.berry-middleton.co.uk

YOUR ADVERT HERE?
Would you like to advertise
in this magazine?
This space is available.

Please email
editorparishmag@gmail.com

%mmgs&éaamu’u/

Natural Beauty and Wellness

Holistic beauty treatments, Aromatic massages,
Essential Oil education 4

Sadie Middleton

BABTAC, LLHHT e -.—___‘ ‘
We combine traditional beauty treatments with 3 .
gorgeous pure and natural essential oils for : |
ultimate skincare and relaxation and a holistic |
wellness experience every time.

J&B Showroom |
Tel: 01243 920179 Mob: 07887 748501 2&3 Chilgrove Business Centre,
www.beautysoessential.co.uk Chilgrove Park Road, ‘

formerly The Beauty Oasis, now based in Chilgrove, PO18 9HU

Westbourne, mobile service available.

Jan Palmer 07718 161009
Becca Mousley 07711 721499
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Growing

® Knowledge

OAKYOOD
SCHOOL

“The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements is excellent.” ISI Inspection Report 2017

Please contact the school office for more information:
Oakwood Preparatory School, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 9AN

01243575209 | office@oakwoodschool.couk | oakwoodschoolcouk | [¥]
& 2\

s

—

ww.sithyndco.uk

NeiL RobGERrs Fox 2 Hounds

_ Carpentry & Joinery FOODSERVED  FUNCTION
Fitted Wardrobes & Doors

Painting, UPVC Windows ALL DAY ROOM

Fascia, Soffits & Cladding DOG FRIENDLY T'LIVE MUSIC
Property Maintenance

cal 01243 604933 LARGE PATIO GARDEN
or 07799801146

01243 575246

www.foxandhoundsfuntington.co.uk




D eep tissue for
specific problems

! Relaxing therapies
: * forrelieffrom daily

‘Local practice
experience

www.twsportsmassage.co.uk

aw5050@btinternet.com
07721 853 499

Tony Wharton Bsc (Hons), LCSP (Phys)

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Professional & friendly computer services
Home & Business Support

07798 728886

System Maintenance
Remote Services
Mac & PC repairs

a
www.countrysidecomputers.co.uk
help@mailcc.co.uk

Good Neighbours

Funtington, the Ashlings, West Stoke and
Sennicotts

Good Neighbours is a volunteer group for
local residents in need of a helping hand.
We can offer: transport, befriending - just
calling in for chat and a cup of tea and
social events. —if in doubt just ask!

Need some help? Would like to
volunteer? Know someone who needs
some help or just to find out more call
07761 027416 and leave a message.
We will get back to you.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

e DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
NEW FUSEBOARDS

DESIGN & INSTALLATION

TESTING, INSPECTION & LOCAL
FAULT FINDING 01243

EXTRA LIGHTS / POWER 389566
FULL & PARTIAL REWIRES

FREE
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 0800
PART P REGISTERED 8600 812

TRADING STANDARDS
APPROVED

PPLIER &
TALLER
]e ROLEC

sales@mja-electrical.co.uk .

www.mja-electrical.co.uk

EQ WSA ELECS_A—‘

VISA

ELECTRON
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Y
;F@f#\ Moore’s Traditional Fm

Funeral Directors

We can arrange all types of funerals from a
non-attendance to a simple cremation, through
to a truly bespoke funeral service.

All at very competitive costs yet maintaining a
fully professional, caring service to our families.

&« Devoted to the families we serve....... not profits

Each of our funeral homes have a dedicated member of staff
who will guide and support families from your first call to us.

11, North Street, Havant. Tel: 02392 175462
302-304 Main Road, Southbourne. Tel: 01243 374644
5 Hambledon Parade, Waterlooville. Tel: 02392 641366
enquiries@moores-funeral.co.uk | www.moorestraditionalfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Specialist tree pruning

Trees are beautiful, but in the wrong
environment they can out-grow their
welcome.

A key factor in gardens is space and light, two

things trees also love to use.

Based in Funtington, | offer a service that
will keep your trees under control, looking
natural and transform any outside space.

Call Alfie Reed Tree Care on:
quaifies) 07453492863
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Funtington Flora

The peak of summer wild flowers has passed but there are some late flowering plants.
This month’s plants are found in more acidic and woodland soils.

2 Tormentil looks like a four-petalled buttercup
@l nestling in the grass, but is a Potentilla, in the Rose
family. It's very typical of acidic grassland and
avoids chalk. Itis the only small yellow flower with
four petals.

* Goldenrod (Solidago
virgaurea) has a spire of yellow flowers, each with six petals,
on a single stem up to 50 cm high, and grows well in dry
grasslands and sandy soils. I've seen it at Pagham and Thorney
Island. It is a native species, closely related to the ornamental
garden Goldenrods, in the daisy family. Canadian Goldrenrod
is a frequent garden escape.

Devil’s-bit Scabious has impressive purple flower heads
made up of massed four petalled mini flowers, and you can
see the purple stamens sticking out of each component
flower. Its rather splendid name is derived from 1. Devil’s
bit due to its roots looking truncated as though bitten off,
and 2. Scabious comes from the Latin Scabere, relating to
its traditional use for skin conditions, according to the
Wildlife Trusts website. There are two other Scabious
species in the UK. Devil’s-bit Scabious can be distinguished
by its basal rosette of unlobed leaves, each with a
prominent pale central vein. It likes to grow in damper
meadows and marshes. Helen Dignum
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Funtington Parish in the Past

Maria Hack and the Quakers

Maria Hack (1777 — 1844) Published 2022

While Greg Mosse was writing his murder story about Funtington, his wife Kate Mosse
was writing her fascinating book, Warrier Queens and Quiet Revolutionaries. She
collected together the stories of 1000 distinguished women who had been forgotten
in history including her own great grandmother who like her was a writer.

| have been wondering whom | might have included in such a book. One possibility is
Maria Hack, a Quaker and children’s writer who lived in Chichester and whose eldest

P p—— e ———

FRONTUSIPIECE 10 WINPER BYLNINGS, vor.1

QUAKEFE[{HE
PIONEER
BARTON HACK

A FOUNDER OF
ADELAIDE AUSTRALIA
LIVED HERE T
1805~27

Drawn by Elizabeth Barton Hack

Plaque at No 30 Little London
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daughter Elizabeth Barton Hack married the perpetual curate of Funtington, Rev
George Bliss.

Maria Hack nee Barton was born into a Quaker family in Tottenham in 1777, and
married a prosperous merchant from Chichester in 1800 where in the next 20 years
she had six daughters and four sons. She was a prolific writer of books of instruction
for children believing that exact knowledge was neglected in female education.
Quakers reject outward rites and an ordained ministry in the church and have a long
tradition of actively working for peace and opposing war.

The drawing by Elizabeth Barton Hack, Death of a Traveller in the Desert was drawn for
the first edition (1818) of her mother’s best known book, Winter Evenings in which she
tells stories from all over the world. She gave royalties from her books to her daughters
when they had helped her to write them (1)

In her own words “While poor I, from six in the morning till eleven at night cannot
secure one little five minutes the perpetual interruptions of some part of a family of
fifteen person” “The continual interruptions of children are the most unpoetic thing
in life - Pray lend me a pencil - Pray fit my work - Mamma | have cut my finger - May
Hannah go and buy some seed for my bird - Oh my bantam cock is grown so
handsome - only just look at him for a minute! - then there is Elizabeth - sketching a
frontispiece and wants it to be criticised and commended”

Maria lived at 30 Little London in Chichester where the plague above commemorates
her son Barton Hack, one of the founders of Adelaide in South Australia. This “Quiet
Revolutionary” was a strong influence on three men already remembered in our
community, Maria’s son in law George Bliss, her son Barton Hack and her brother John
Barton while Maria may have been forgotten.(2)

Hers was a very happy household but when Maria was widowed in 1823, her ten
children were still all under 22 and she began to question some of the Quaker tenets.
Soon afterwards her eldest daughter, Elizabeth Hack now Bliss moved into Funtington
Vicarage and was joined by her two sisters Ellen and Priscilla; all three left the Quakers.

Maria had a difficult time after her husband’s death. Five of her children became ill
with typhus and three of them died. Two of her sons decided to emigrate to Australia
in search of a healthier home and two married daughters followed them there. Only
one daughter remained a Quaker. A few years later, the family in Australia became
bankrupt during a financial crisis and Maria was unable to help them. Maria went to
live in Southampton with her remaining son Thomas an architect.

24



| became interested in this story when | discovered that my own Quaker great great
grandmother (3) like Kate Mosse’s great grandmother had also been forgotten. She
was a contemporary of Maria Hack and like Maria, | think that she might also be
included in the next edition of Kate Mosse’s book.

Drawing of Adelaide in 1837

(1) From a paper by Ann Stilwell Griffith for the Chichester Local History 2001

(2) The educationalist, John Barton moved from Chichester to Stoughton and contributed to the beginnings of both
Funtington School and West Stoke Village Hall.
3) Two elders from the Tottenham Meeting House came to visit my great grandmother when they heard that she was

marrying out but they were too late to change her mind.

Geoffrey Boys

The Sienna Singers at St. Andrew’s Church West Stoke at 7.30pm

Come and join us at St Andrew’s West Stoke for a varied one-hour programme of
anthems, songs, motets and madrigals spanning five centuries, all performed “a
cappella”

Refreshments will be served. Tickets £10 per person available from:
Pippa Kerr (philipakerr123@gmail.com);
Anna AnnaD’Alton (editorfuntingtonmag@gmail.com);
David Heaver (heaverdc@gmail.com) or Caroline Noble (cfrnoble@hotmail.co.uk)
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One person’s weed is another person’s wildflower

While on the subject of wildflower meadows (regular readers will recall last
month’s article bemoaning the abundance of teasel in our meadow) we’ve now
started to mow ours down and get it ready for winter.

Traditionally, meadows are cut for hay during
the summer and then left to be grazed by sheep ¥
and cattle until the winter. Harvesting the grass |
as hay ensures that nitrogen is extracted from
the soil - nitrogen being a nutrient that grasses §
absolutely thrive on — which, in turn, gives ‘
wildflowers a fighting chance to grow alongside §# @ /4 "

the grasses in the spring. The grazing animals
also do their bit for wildflowers by churning up -
the ground with their hooves, exposing the soil
for wildflower seeds to germinate, and
spreading seeds far and wide in their manure.

So creating even a small patch of wildflowers
requires quite a bit of manual labour, especially
in the early years, in order to gradually make the soil condition less appealing for
grass. For us that means in early autumn we have a couple of jobs to do before
the winter frosts. First, we cut the meadow with a dangerous-looking scythe
mower contraption we bought on eBay. We leave the cuttings for a few weeks to
allow any wildflower seeds to fall to the ground before we collect up them up and
take them away — thus replicating the hay being taken away and nitrogen-rich
nutrients being removed from the meadow.

Then we use our old lawn mower to mow right down tight to the ground, scuffing
it up in the process, replicating sheep constantly nibbling away at the grass and
trampling the soil. It’s back-breaking, but we also scarify patches to break open
up the grass roots exposing them to the coming frosts. Then finally, we spread
more wildflower seed far and wide, and here, dear reader, | can assure you we
definitely don’t eat it first...

Choosing what wildflowers to sow also plays a big part in creating a rich meadow.
Yellow rattle is top of our list because it’s a parasite on grass — it attaches itself to
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the roots, steals away nutrients and in doing so starves the grass. We’ve noticed
how quickly it can free up large areas of grass and so allow other wildflowers in.
Also important are legumes such as red clover and bird’s-foot trefoil because
these are ‘nitrogen-fixers’, absorbing and storing nitrogen away from the grass,
and the bees go mad for clover when it flowers in early summer. Over time, these
pathfinder plants have opened the way for other wildflowers to flourish; we’ve
seen lots of knapweed this year, another big favourite of the bees, yellow
loosestrife, wild carrot, and more delicate flowers such as musk mallow and
betony. And, of course, lots of wild teasel!

We probably spend as much time on the meadow as we do on the bees, but since
our honeybees forage so much natural resources it's important we give
something back on their behalf. Jason & Kate Boswell

The 2023 Poppy Appeal Funtington and Chidham

Q Q Our collectors will be back out in our community to raise vital
@ Q’ , © funds for the RBL Poppy Appeal which launches on the 27t
% q October and finishes on Remembrance Sunday, 12%
‘ November. Poppy Tins and Boxes will be distributed around
the Parish. Please find your local collector, pub, café, coffee
shop or business premises to donate to because. ‘Every Poppy Counts!’ Your
contribution will make a real difference to the lives of the Armed Forces Community
many of whom have given so much for their country. This year, let us not forget the
unpublicised service they will have been giving, that we are not told of, by training
those that are fighting to defend the front line countries of Europe for the ‘Freedom’
that we in the UK tend to take for granted.
We are always looking for Volunteer Collectors who would like to do House to House
collections, or even run a Coffee Morning to raise funds during the Poppy Appeal
Fortnight — If you would like to do so then please contact me on the number below.
Each collector is allocated about 3 residential roads to collect from or about 30-40
houses.
In November | will be publishing, in this Magazine, the QR Code to use in order to make
a donation which, with a couple of clicks, will add 25% to the Value of your Donation
under the Gift Aid Scheme. If you do not use a mobile phone ask a friend, who does, to
do the donation for you and you can give them the donation in cash!
Poppy Appeal Organiser Tony D’Alton, Mobile 07831 775819 or tony@tonydalton.org

27



\S Funtington Primary School =270
v
14

West Sussex
Moving Forward, Loving Learning PO18 8DR

Are you looking for a school place for your child?

We would love to welcome you to our school and show
you what we offer

Open Days 2023
Wednesday 4th October 9.15
Friday éth October 9.15
Thursday 19th October 1.30pm
Tuesday 7th November 1.30pm

Thursday 16th November 9.15am Tues-
day 21st and Monday 27th 1.30pm

Please contact us to book one of the above sessions for a guided tour
office@funtingtonprimaryschool.co.uk
01243 575675

. &9:
c9: s
- @
- CJ
e «P:
www.funtington.w-sussex.sch.uk
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Bosham Chidham & District Horticultural Society

The Committee would like to thank everyone who supported our Annual Show at
the end of July. What a wonderful team effort it was and thanks to everyone who
helped clear the Hall afterwards.

| do hope all who visited it enjoyed their day! In January the Committee start
gearing up for the Show next year! First, we have to plan the Show Schedule, then
sponsors and judges have to be approached and raffle prizes sought from local
business. Most of this is done by Stephanie Fiske and Jenny Lacey with the rest
of the Committee members on hand to support wherever needed.

After the Show it almost feels like autumn is setting in and we only have one more
evening monthly meeting with a Speaker on 12t October — Sarah Hughes with an
interesting talk on our Wildlife Corridor in the local area. We welcome visitors to
our monthly meetings where you will find friendly gardening folk! There is a
tea/coffee and biscuits available on arrival and time for a chat and a chance to
buy a raffle ticket! Doors are open from 7pm and the evening begins at 7.30.

In November we hold our AGM — necessary not very exciting | admit, but we do
serve delicious homemade cakes with tea and coffee to tempt members to
attend! In December we hold our Christmas party which is definitely more fun
with wine, quiz and a buffet! Happy gardening!

Rozie Bradley

FUNTINGTON PARISH MAGAZINE COPY DEADLINE
FOR NOVEMBER 2023 ISSUE
18t October 2023. Please could you send your copy to
editorfuntingtonmag@gmail.com
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The Bricklayer's Story
By Gerald Hoffnung (from his Oxford Union speech in 1958)

I've got this thing here that | must read to you.

Now, this is a very tragic thing ..... I shouldn’t really read it out.

A striking lesson in keeping the upper lip stiff is given in a recent number of the weekly
bulletins of The Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors™ that prints the following
letter from a bricklayer in Golders Green to the firm for whom he works.

‘Respected Sir,

When | got to the top of the building, | found that the hurricane had knocked down
some bricks off the top. So | rigged up a beam with a pulley at the top of the building
and hoisted up a couple of barrels of bricks.

When | had fixed the building, there was a lot of bricks left over.

I hoisted the barrel back up again and secured the line at the bottom and then went up
and filled the barrel with the extra bricks.

Then, | went to the bottom and cast off the rope.

Unfortunately the barrel of bricks was heavier than | was and before | knew what was
happening, the barrel started down, jerking me off the ground.

I decided to hang on!

Halfway up, | met the barrel coming down —and received a severe blow on the shoulder.
I then continued to the top, banging my head against the beam and getting my fingers
jammed in the pulley!

When the barrel hit the ground, it burst it's bottom ..... allowing all the bricks to spill
out.

I was now heavier than the barrel and so started down again at high speed!

Halfway down | met the barrel coming up, and received severe injury to my shins!
When I hit the ground | landed on the bricks! Getting several painful cuts from the sharp
edges.

At this point | must have lost my presence of mind because I let go of the line!

The barrel then came down, giving me a very heavy blow and putting me in hospital!

I respectfully request ‘sick leave".

Editor’s Note

| was reminded of Gerald Hoffnung on a recent visit to Bee Kenchington who gave me
this to share with you. My father had one of his records which | used to hear regularly
along with those of Noel Coward and Victor Borge and my father roaring with laughter.
Along time ago in a different era. Gerald Hofnung was raised in Germany was brought
to London by his parents to escape the nazis. He became known as a cartoonist, tuba
player, impresario, broadcaster and raconteur. He appeared on many BBC panel
games of the time. One of his best known performances was his speech at the Oxford
Union in 1958 from which this story was extracted.
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D. Petrov Services

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
BUILDING SERVICES

“JACK OF ALL TRADES”
Contact: 01243 670870

HALLIDAYS RESTAURANT
FUNTINGTON

Tel: 01243 575331
OPEN WedLnesday - Friday

unch
Wednesday - Saturday Dinner
and

unday Lunch

www.hallidays.info

Adsdean Farm Shop
Funtington
01243 575212

Our own Beef and free range Pork
Local Lamb, Venison, Rabbits
Home cured and smoked Bacon
Our own made Sausages, cooked
meats

Open Wed-Fri 9am-Spm
Sat 9am-4pm

CLOCKS WATCHES
BAROMETERS
BAROGRAPHS

7)//;,'/(7/ ommtirir < T
Overhauled and Restored
Home Visits
Free Estimates
01243 783398

East Aothling %Wwa'u'ed

Bedding Plants, Geraniums,
Fushsias,

Hanging Baskets, Patio Plants,
Shrubs,
Herbaceous & Clematis
Lye Lane, East Ashling, Nr.
Chichester, West Sussex
Tel: 01243 575523

.S r—

..perfect for parties, meetings;
classes, etc. Wireless broadband.

To book visit: www.weststoke-villagehall.org.uk
or call: 01243 575383 or 575461

ROGER GUNN
GARDEN MACHINERY

WEST SUSSEX LOGS

Seasoned Hardwood Logs

‘SALES & SERVICFE’
fast friendly reliable service, ride
on mowers, lawnmowers
etc.competitive prices and
part exchange
Located near Lavant

tel: 01243 786003
web: www.rogergunn.co.uk

Sustainably produced
Locally sourced

All seasoned timber, cut to any length,
delivered within three working days
To request a log delivery or enquire
about any of the services we offer

please contact Simon:

Telephone: 01730 814751
or Mobile: 07950 035997




¥ Repairsand senvicing

YOUR ADVERT

HERE! ¥ (ylinder Mower
LAWNMOWER JONES  JMerpening
Woul_d you like to gdvemse GARDEN MACHINERY Hedge Cuter Shearand
in this magazine? . ‘
Contact Richard ¥ Chain Saw Sharpening
Please email: 01243 696878 or 07584 032121 .
parishmagfuntington@gmail.com | lawnmowerjones@hotmail.co.uk Oer 2°Y°a's exp.erlence

¢ollection & delivery

STANSTED PARK

HOUSE & GROUNDS
Visit this splendid Edwardian Mansion and discover the treasures of a bygone era.
With its magnificent State Rooms, extensive Servants’ Quarters and friendly guides
Stansted House is an immersive ‘Upstairs/Downstairs’ experience.
Open Easter to September  Sunday, Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday - 1pm - 5pm (last admission 4pm).
The grounds, Garden Centre, Farm Shop and Pavilion Tearoom are open all year round.

STANSTED PARK - ROWLANDS CASTLE - HAMPSHIRE - PO9 6DX
Telephone: 023 9241 2265 - Email: enquiry@stanstedpark.co.uk - Website: www.stanstedpark.co.uk

CRABAPPLE INTERIORS/#

BESPOKE CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS & UPHOLSTERY
CUSHIONS, HEADBOARDS & BEDSPREADS AND SO MUCH MORE

AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

NO-VAT - FREE SAMPLES AVAILABLE - PERSONAL SERVICE
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CALL ANYTIME FOR AN APPOINTMENT & WRITTEN ESTIMATE

PAMELA QUILTER: 01243 574669 / 07749 585452
PAMELA@CRABAPPLEINTERIORS.CO.UK

WILLIAM O’BRIEN
PLUMBING & HEATING LTD

40 Heather Close, West Ashling,
Chichester,West Sussex. PO 18 8DR

@ 01243 576262

@ wobrien.phltd@gmail.com
wobrien-plumbing.co.uk
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Social Activities

Parents and Toddlers Group

Every Monday during term time from 10 — 12 am during school year. Grannies most
welcome too! Toys, teas and coffee plus biscuits of course! Please contact Julie
Morrow on 01243 575356 or juliemorrow7 @gmail.com for further details.

Let’s Dance (for the not so young!)

Monday afternoons (term time) 2.30pm ‘til 3.30pm

St. Mary’s Church Room, Church Lane, Funtington PO18 9LH
Contact: Kathryn Wignall at Kathryn.wignall@tiscali.co.uk

Funtington and West Stoke W1

Our October meeting will be on Wednesday 18th at our new time of 2pm.

Our speaker will be Andrew Hughes on Trekking to the Himalayas With ex-service
men. For further information about the WI, contact Sue Nicholson on 574722

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 6" October

The Sienna Singers in Concert, St. Andrew’s Church, West Stoke 7.30pm
Sunday 8" October

Pets Blessing Service, St. Mary’s Church 10 am

Sunday 15" October

Harvest Festival, St. Mary's Church, 10am Bring & Share

Friday 4" November, Bonfire and Fireworks Party 6pm

Funtington Bridge Club

The club meets every Thursday at St. Mary’s Church Room, Funtington. Rubber
Bridge from 1.30pm until 5pm £3 per person including tea, coffee and biscuits.
Contact Roger Freeguard for details 01243 576650

Solution to Crossword 26 (compiled by Paul Pridmore)

ACROSS:
1Zombie 4 Quartz 8 Delving 10 Tempo 11 Apse 12 Star-gaze 14 Prognosis 18 Hijacked 20 Noah 22 Rouge 23
Gherkin 24 Zither 25 Boulez.

DOWN:

1 Zodiac 2 Milk-sop 3 lIris 5 Upthrust 6 Rumba 7 Zoomed 9 Gutenberg 13 Concrete 15 Snorkel 16 Shiraz 17 Chintz 19
Joust 21 Nero.
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Crossword no. 26

1 2 3 2 5 6 7
g B 10
11 12
13
14 15
16 17
18 19 20
21
22 23
24 25
ACROSS DOWN

1 Reanimated corpse (6)

4 Hard, rocky mineral made of silica (6)

8 Rummaging deeply (7)

10 Speed marking of music (5)

11 Recess in a church (4)

12 To practise astronomy (4-4)

14 Medical forecast (9)

18 Siezed control of a plane (8)

20 Ark-building patriarch (4)

22 Red cosmetic powder (5)

23 Tall building or small cucumber (7)

24 Stringed instrument used in Third Man
theme (6)

25 Pierre — (1925-2016), conductor and
composer (6)
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1 Heavenly belt (6)

2 Soft, effeminate man (7)

3 Flower, or eye part (4)

5 Vertical force causing buoyancy (8)

6 Afro-Cuban dance (5)

7 Smoothly changed lens focussing
distance (6)

9 German 15th C printing pioneer (9)

13 Absolutely solid and firm (8)

15 Underwater breathing tube (7)

16 Black grape used in red wine (6)

17 Printed cotton cloth (6)

19 Medieval combat on horseback (5)

21 Roman emperor who prioritised lyre
over fire (4)
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Parish Services October 2023
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ALL CHURCHES, SERVICES & EVENTS!

Day Time Event Place
Sunday 10.am Family Service St Marys, Funtington
15t October 9am Harvest Festival St Andrews, West Stoke
Monday 2nd 5.30- Church in the Community -Ideas St Marys, Funtington
October 6.30pm Meeting Church room
Tues 3 October 12 pm Deanery Prayer Meeting St Marys Funtington
Weds 4t October 10.30am | Apologies No Service St Mary, Funtington
11 am Church room
Sunday 8™ October | 9 am Eucharist Sennicotts
10 am Pet Service St Mary, Funtington
Monday 9™ 5.30- Church in the Community prayer St Mary, Funtington
October 6.30pm meeting Church room
Weds 10.30am | Eucharist and Healing St Marys, Funtington (tbc)
11th October 11am Coffee (all welcome) Church room
Sunday 9.0 am Morning Prayers West Stoke
15t October 10 am Harvest Eucharist+ Bring and Share St Marys, Funtington
Monday 5.30- Church in the Community -prayer | St Mary, Funtington
16% October 6.30pm | meeting Church room
Thursday 10.30am | Eucharist and Healing St Wilfreds, Nutbourne
19t October 11 am Coffee
Sunday 9am Eucharist BCP Sennicotts
22" QOctober 10 am Eucharist St Marys, Funtington
Monday 5.30- Church in the Community - prayer | St Mary, Funtington
23" October 6.30pm meeting Church room
Thursday 19t 10.30am | Eucharist and Healing
October 11 am Coffee (all welcome)
Sunday 10.am Eucharist Joint Service St Marys, Funtington
29t October
5.30- Church in the Community - Ideas St Mary, Funtington
Monday 30" October 6.30pm Meeting ’ Churchyroom ?
Thursday 10.30am | Eucharist and Healing St Wilfreds, Nutbourne
2" November Coffee (all welcome)
Sat 4% November 6.30 pm | Bonfire party and Barbeque Adsdean Chalk pit Barn
Time Eucharist West Stoke
Sunday
5t November TBC?
10am Family Service Funtington

For all information and updates: www.funtingtonweststoke.com
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